
REGULAR OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  Prayer Rally: (Library)                              9:20 a.m. 

  Sunday School                                         9:45 a.m. 

  Morning Worship                                 11:00 a.m. 

 Sunday Lunch  (1st Sundays)                              noon  

  AWANA (Sept.– April)                                  4 - 5:30 p.m. 

  Youth Band                                            4 - 5:30 p.m. 

  Youth Small Groups                          5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 

 Wednesday Night Supper                     6:00 p.m. 

  Youth Group                                 6:45 p.m. 

  Missions Journey: Kids                          7:00 p.m. 

  Adult Bible Study                                  7:00 p.m. 

  Adult BASICs Class                                7:00 p.m. 

  Choir Practice                                  8:00 p.m. 

 The VOICE  1 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS OF OPERATION:  MONDAY-FRIDAY /  9:00—3:00 P.M. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 

VOICE 
April 2026 

VOLUME 49, ISSUE 4 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 

1707 White Cross Road ∞  Chapel Hill, NC ∞  27516-9715  
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

LOVE GOD.  EXALT CHRIST.  SEEK HIS WILL.  SERVE HIS PURPOSE. 



CHURCH STAFF 

Dave Atwater, Pastor 

Daniel Howell, Associate Pastor for Student Ministries 

Harold Greene, Minister of Music 

Denise Lloyd,  Ministry Assistant 

2026:  DEACON MINISTRY 

Greg Bronson           Pam Durham   Mark Phillippie 

Tommy Cecil           Mark Lloyd          Byron Tripp 

Tim Dameron           John McGuire  

Lamont Durham      James Parrott     

A Message From The Pastor: 
 

Vocation Versus Career 

Dr. David Allen tells the story of a distinguished individual who was offered a more prestigious 

position at a higher salary with an opportunity to do business around the world.  Most  

businessmen would have jumped at the opportunity.  This one turned it down.  He later  

explained, “This job would have been excellent for my career, but terrible for my vocation.” 
   

Dr. Allen went on to relate a similar experience from his first year of residency at Harvard  

Medical School.  He had spoken with several nuns who had decided to leave their religious roles 

to enter secular service.  Curious about the reaction of their religious community, he asked their 

Mother Superior how she felt about their leaving the convent.  Her reply taught the young  

psychiatrist a valuable principle.  Gently, she explained that she had joined the order to fulfill her 

mission of serving God.  “If God chooses to show me that working at the convent no longer 

serves my mission,” she said, “His will be done.  I will continue to carry out my mission in some 

other way.  If God calls my sisters to serve somewhere else, they should go there to serve Him.” 
 

Over the years I’ve known several people with that kind of commitment to their vocation.  Sadly, 

I’ve known many more of the OPPOSITE type.  People who sacrificed family, faith, friendships, 

community, even self-awareness not to follow a vocation but to advance a career.  In the end, 

that decision always proves to be a cruel and disappointing choice.  When career becomes a 

goal rather than a means, it begins to choke out all other responsibilities and relationships.  The 

more we draw our identities from what we DO rather than what we ARE, the more enslaved we 

become.  We can’t relax.  We don’t have time to reflect.  And we dare not retire.  The process 

illustrates a danger Jesus once warned against, that of gaining the whole world but losing our 

soul in the process. 
   

God calls us to something better.  To worship.  To use our gifts in service of His purpose for us.  

To know love and community and inner peace.  Dr. Allen was right.  “Accepting the difference  

between employment and a calling is an essential step in our search for the heart.”  God isn’t 

necessarily looking for success, but rather for faithfulness.  Micah summed up the lesson years 

ago when he proclaimed, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with your God?” (Mic. 6:8) 
    

May God give us the wisdom to distinguish between the results of these two directions, and 

grace to always keep our priorities clear.   Blessings.  – Pastor Dave 
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April 2026 

   Antioch Calendar of Events 
YouTube Channel: Antioch Baptist Church Chapel Hill - 11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Services 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m.              1 

Supper 
6:45 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m.  
Missions Journey: 
Kids,  
Adult BASICs,  
Adult Bible Study 
8:00 p.m. Choir 

2 3 

 

Good Friday 
Prayer 
Service 

6:00 p.m. 

4 

 

7:00 a.m.           5 
 

SUNRISE  
SERVICE 
& 

Continental 
Breakfast 

 

The Lord’s  
Supper   

11:00 a.m. 
service 

   

Sunday Lunch 
noon 

6 
 

 

Easter Monday 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

7 
 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

10:00 -noon 
 

Church Council 
Mtg. 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Cemetery  
Comm. Mtg. 

7:00 p.m. 

8 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Supper 
6:45 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m.  
Missions Journey: 
Kids,  
Adult BASICs,  
Adult Bible Study 
8:00 p.m. Choir 

9 

 

Outreach 
Committee  

Mtg 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Nominating 
Committee 

Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. 

10 

 

Family Fun 

Night 

11 

 

 

B&G Window 

Cleaning 

8:00 a.m. 

 12 

YOUTH 
Mac & Cheese 

Challenge 
(Fundraiser) 

 

4:00-5:30 p.m. 

AWANA 
 

6:00 p.m. 

Business Mtg. 

13 
 

 

ECA:  3:00 p.m. 

(FHR) 

 

Men’s Club 

6:30 p.m. 

14 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

10:00 -noon 
 

Young at Heart 
noon 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Budget & Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 
 

Bylaws Comm. 
Mtg. 7:00 p.m. 

15 

6:00 p.m. 
Supper 
6:45 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m.  
Missions Journey: 
Kids,  
Adult BASICs,  
Adult Bible Study 
8:00 p.m. Choir 
 

C.C. set-up 
8:00 p.m. 

16 
 

(FHR) 
C.C. 

Set-up 

17 
 

(FHR) 
C.C. 

Set-up 
 

May 
Newsletter 
submissions 
are due  

18 

 Antioch FREE 

Community 
Closet 
8:00 - 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Deacon  
Training 

11 - 3:00 p.m. 

(Senior “Faith”  

Adult SS Classroom) 

19 
 

4:00-5:30 p.m. 
AWANA 

 

4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Youth Band 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Small Gr. 

20 

 

Deacons’  

Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

21 

 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

10:00 -noon 

6:00 p.m.           22 

Supper 
6:45 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m.  
Missions Journey: 
Kids,  
Adult BASICs,  
Adult Bible Study 
8:00 p.m. Choir 

23 
 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

B&G Mulch 
Spreading 
8:00 a.m. 

Awana           26 
Sunday 
 

4:00-5:30 p.m. 
AWANA 

 

4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Youth Band 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Small Gr. 

27 

 

 

28 

 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

10:00 -noon 

29 

6:00 p.m. 
Supper 
6:45 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m.  
Missions Journey: 
Kids,  
Adult BASICs,  
Adult Bible Study 
8:00 p.m. Choir 

30   

April 5th Easter Sunday, 

regular morning services  

begin with the  

9:20 a.m. Prayer Rally 
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April 5th / 7:00 a.m. 

Followed by: 
a continental breakfast 

Prayer 

 Service 

April 3rd ~ 6:00 p.m. 
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MAC & CHEESE COMPETITION 

Cheesiest Youth Fundraiser Ever!           

April 12th Lunch 
  

$5.00 entry fee for each dish. 
 Judges:  Senior Students & Chefs 

Let’s 
 get 

 FANCY! 

Voted tastiest dish wins  

Family  
FUN  

Night 

April 
10th 

Contact: 
Pastor 
Daniel 

for 
details! 

You keep  
the  

picture! 

Accepting donations 
to help fund camp! 



 

    If you would be willing to assist, please contact  

Robin Farrell:  (919) 323-2528, call or text.   

    e -mail:  rpf0321@hotmail.com 

You may also call the church office at  (919) 929-2230. 
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ALAMANCE/ORANGE DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS 
 BIRTHDAY PARTY ~ May 29th, 3:00pm 

Donations for Gift Bags 
  

Antioch will be hosting a party for the inmates who have birthday's in the month of May.  

Gift bags are given to the men at the birthday party. 
   

Items  needed are:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo 3 oz. size only,  

bar soap only, wash cloths, lotion 3 oz. size only, chap stick, powder,  

and deodorants white or powder dry  

(NO GEL DEODORANTS). 
 

 Please keep the men, Chaplain Williams and the ministry at the DOC in your prayers! 
  

Donations are due by May 17th.   
Please place donations in the basket in hallway between the sanctuary  

and educational building. 
 

"I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace.   
In this world you will have trouble. 

But take heart!!  I have over come the world.  John 16:33 
  

April Usher Schedule 
 

Sun. 5th:  Keith Webster, Keith Harris, 
                   Charles Smith, Jase Wagoner 
 

Sun. 12th:  Greg Bronson, Gordon Neville, 
                     Daniel Tayloe, Blake Tayloe 
 

Sun. 19th:  Tim Dameron,  Lamont Durham, 
                     Crawford Dameron, Jonas Parrott 
 

Sun. 26th:  Tim Dameron, Matt Carwile,          
                     Luke Carwile, Tucker Parrott 

April Nursery Schedule                      

Sun. 5th:  Lisa Upchurch, Lucy Upchurch 

Sun. 12th:  Lyn Lloyd, Keri Carwile 

Sun. 19th:  Pat Cecil, Dawn Blake                        

Sun. 26th:  Lisa Upchurch, Cindy Durham 

April 
 

Carol Dawson 

Karen Whitfield 

 

-- Ronald McDonald House Meal: 
    

There will not be a meal in April for the Ronald McDonald House.   
Meals will continue in May.   

mailto:rpf0321@hotmail.com
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We are asking folks to label their donations (i.e. women’s clothes /  

children’s clothes / pocketbooks / shoes etc.) ... This makes the sorting go quicker.  

4/07/26 - 4/15/26  BETWEEN 9:00 AM AND 3:00 PM 

4/18/26  8 AM - 11 AM 
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APRIL 18, 2026 
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Window  

Cleaning 

April 11th 

8:00 a.m.  

 

Mulch  

Spreading 

April 25th 

8:00 a.m. 

Both events are open to everyone ...  

all help is greatly appreciated!! 
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From a child’s perspective. 

Antioch’s Children’s Church & Missions Journey: Kids 
 

What is something you would tell a friend about Easter? 

Missions Journey: 
   Kids    
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

  Age group:  PreK - 5th grade 

Contact:   Carol Dawson  

 

Learning to share the 
name of Jesus through  

missions. 

Sundays:  4 - 5:30 p.m.  

Age groups:   

PreK - 7th grade 

04/05 EASTER  (no Awana)  

04/12 Dog Show Night Psalm 145:9 

04/19 Fun Night  

04/26 Awana Sunday - Awards DAY 

Jesus is risen! 
 

Eli A. 

When Jesus rose from 

the dead. 
 

Rosie U. 

Jesus died on the cross 

and rose 3 days later  

on Easter. 
 

Madilyn R. 



 

 

 

 

Mission Ministries 

Highlighted below are brief statements relating to a few of our mission projects that Antioch  
continues each year. 
 

These monthly missions allow our church family to share the Gospel and demonstrate 
Christ's love through practical actions. May we be known by our love and actions that glorify 
Father God. 
 

Antioch Missions Coordinator,  
Robin Farrell  
 

Ronald McDonald House Meal for Chapel Hill  
The Ronald McDonald House provides lodging for families that have children needing care at the 
area medical facilities. Antioch has been serving home cooked, evening meals, on the fourth 
Thursday of the month, for twenty plus years. This ministry is one way Antioch has been engaged 
to help show Jesus' love to the families experiencing difficult medical issues.   
 

Department  of Corrections Inmate Birthday Party 
The Alamance /Orange Prison Ministry brings hope and healing to men at Orange Correctional 
Center through fulltime chaplaincy, transformative programs, and community support. 
For approximately 38 years, Antioch has joined with other area churches participating in the DOC 
birthday parties. On the assigned month of May, the church hosts the celebration. The mission is 
to provide spiritual support, fellowship, refreshments and gifts bags. This unique opportunity 
helps give encouragement to these men. Everyone needs to feel special on their special day. 
 

Red Box Ministry-Women's Department of Corrections Gifts for Christmas 
WMU assigns specific items to be collected by October and delivered to the state WMU for  
packaging. These Christmas gifts are distributed to the women who are incarcerated in North 
Carolina.    
 

For many of these women, a box of toiletries may be the only gift they receive during  
Christmas.  [1]North Carolina, Women's Missionary Union, Red Boxes 
 

Dinner for the Ralph Scott Lifeservices, Inc. Residents 
Antioch partners with Mt. Zion Baptist, to provide an evening of dinner and fun for the special 
needs residents, along with the care givers living at Ralph Scott homes in Alamance County.  This 
event takes place on the third Thursday in October. The churches share in collecting door prizes, 
preparing food, set up and clean up.  It's an exciting, fun-filled evening for everyone.   
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Tripp’s Treasurers 
    by: 

Byron Tripp,   Antioch Historian  

Treasure the Word of God. 

continued 



 

 

 

 

Appalachian Coalfields Christmas Ministry 
This ministry is coordinated through Baptists on Mission, working with multiple ministry centers 
and churches in five Appalachian states. Antioch participates through the purchase of 48  
backpacks, which are adopted in August and filled with various gifts, including a Bible.  These  
collections are due by the last Sunday in October, then distributed by age and gender to those 
children in need in the Appalachian Mountain area. 
   

The final count for the 2025 Appalachian Christmas Outreach was 24,749 backpacks! That is a 
phenomenal number. Each backpack represents a child, and family, who has seen the love of 
Christ, shared in a tangible ways. Join in praying that each child who receives these gifts will  
receive Christ as their personal Savior!  [2] Appalachian Christmas Outreach  
 

 Thanksgiving Grocery Giveaway 
Over several consecutive years, Antioch has donated groceries needed to make up a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal, for families and individuals in our White Cross Community, who have food  
insecurity. A church team gathers on the Saturday morning, before Thanksgiving Day, to arrange 
and package the food items, before the recipients arrive.  Antioch's grocery donations are a  
special way to extend material and spiritual support, as we meet those having limited resources.  
 

Angel Tree at Christmas  
Helping families in the White Cross Community, that need assistance in providing gifts for their 
children at Christmas, is another mission ministry supported by Antioch.  Those adopting an  
Angel Tag, give support to the families and demonstrate a beautiful way to make a difference in 
our area during this special season.  
 

Robin is faithful and dedicated to her calling as Christ's servant.  
For many years, her gifts of leadership and coordination have been invaluable,  

in leading  Antioch into many areas of ministry for those in need.   
Let us encourage one another, as the Lord enables each of us to join with Him  

in His mission, effectively reaching others in His name and to His glory.    
In Christ,  

Byron Tripp 
 

BE THE ONE.  Tell someone about JESUS! 
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Tripp’s Treasurers 
    by: 

Byron Tripp,   Antioch Historian  

Treasure the Word of God. 
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Visit your Antioch Library April 

Thank you! 

Stop by the library and 
read a book together! 

There is lots of  
entertainment for 

the kids in our 
nursery on  

Sunday mornings! 
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Share the  

Good News  

with a child! 

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child reaches children in remote Peru 
 

Deep in the jungle of northern Peru, the Chapra people maintain a simple lifestyle with 
tight-knit family relationships. Telling stories is an ancient tradition in this oral culture, and 
the indigenous tribe has never owned printed materials in their heart language. To cope 
with life's challenges, many people try to appease local spirits following the practices of 
their ancestors or abuse alcohol — a combination that has often left them hopeless and 
afraid.   
 

The Lord has not forgotten the Chapra - although they are disconnected from the modern 
world. God is working through Samaritan’s Purse to bring them the light and love of Jesus 
Christ. In the Amazon, about 100 miles from the closest town, children gathered under a 
thatched roof for the first of many Operation Christmas Child outreach events to the  
Chapra people. While the scorching sun beat down on the village, the children's eyes  
remained glued to the poster boards displaying images of the Gospel story.  As they 
leaned forward on their wooden stools, their mothers stood nearby listening intently as  
fellow Chapra members shared the Good News. After the presentation, the children 
squealed with excitement as they received not only a gift-filled shoebox but also their own 
copies of The Greatest Gift, a booklet sharing that Jesus Christ is God's greatest gift. And 
it was in their native Chapra language. 
 

“They were handing out gifts, and my heart started to race with excitement because I had 
never seen those kinds of gift boxes being distributed,” said Piriba, a grandmother of one 
of the children who attended the outreach events. In her 78 years in the community this 
was the first time she had seen a child receive a present. The Chapra are mostly  
subsistence farmers and have minimal resources. 
 

Operation Christmas Child hosted several outreach events and provided the Chapra  
believers with the tools to continue spreading the Gospel throughout the jungle. But long 
before the outreach events, God had been preparing the hearts of the Chapra people.  
 

Masorashi Nochomata, leader of one of the Chapra communities, is passionate about 
sharing the Gospel with his people. A few years ago, his son Moises came down with a 
bad case of malaria. After trying everything from local witch doctors to medical profession-
als in the nearest city, Moises grew weaker and thinner by the hour and was eventually 
sent home to die. After a visit from a missionary, Masorashi and Moises gave their lives to 
Christ. Since then, Moises has experienced complete healing, and the family is eager to 
share about the power of Jesus Christ. “I want everyone to know that Jesus is alive,”  
Masorashi said. “And I also want them to know that God created the earth and the  
heavens, the waters, and so on. I want them to hear the Word and follow God.”  
  

The task of spreading the Gospel throughout the other Chapra communities was daunting 
for Masorashi and Moises, even though they were passionate about their newfound faith. 
Children are taught from Spanish textbooks in school but still speak their native language 
at home. Masorashi knew that hearing about Jesus in their own language would be  
important to the children so that they could understand it fully.  

continued 
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“                                     
                                       While still new to his faith, Masorashi began pastoring his  
                                 community and adding to the body of believers, and the group began  
                             thinking about how to spread the Good News to all 31 Chapra  
                           communities. That's when Operation Christmas Child offered to come  
                        alongside the Nochomatas to spread the Gospel. The first step was to  
                     translate The Greatest Gift into the Chapra language.  
 

“God speaks to them in Chapra, and they can respond in Chapra,” said Belen Salazar, 
one of our international field representatives. “They don't need to learn a major language 
like Spanish in order for them to have a personal relationship with God. God created  
people groups. He created their language, and for them to realize they can speak to God 
in that language brings value to their people.” Our regional leadership team in Peru 
worked with Moises, his wife Marcia, and three other people to translate The Greatest Gift 
into the Chapra language.  
 

The Greatest Gift book helps because God showed His love for the whole world.” “It was a 
bit of work because we were there for three days thinking about some words that we didn't 
understand in Spanish and then translated them,” Moises said. “The Greatest Gift book 
helps because God showed His love for the whole world.” 
 

The booklet accompanied the shoebox gifts given to children at the outreach events. The 
three communities where the events were held — Shoroyacocha, Inca Roca, and  
Pijuayal — are only accessible by boat, so the boxes were transported on handmade  
canoes up the Amazon River. The transportation process took one month, with Masorashi 
leading the effort.  
 

Belen Salazar trains the Chapra believers on how to effectively present the Gospel.  
Having received a shoebox herself as a child, Belen understands the importance of  
sharing the Gospel in a way the children will understand. In preparation for the events, 
Belen helped train the Chapra believers to effectively present the Gospel. One key is  
making sure the children understand that Jesus' life, death, and resurrection are historical 
events, not just a made-up tale. As a child, she received a shoebox gift at an Operation 
Christmas Child event in Lima, Peru. Having experienced the impact of the Gospel 
presentation, Belen is now passionate about equipping others to effectively share their 
faith. “I always had asked God, after I finished school, to be able to be in a ministry that 
would not only teach children but teach teachers how to teach children,” she said. 
“Operation Christmas Child gave me that opportunity.”  
 

It was important to Belen and Masorashi that the children hear the Gospel story from their 
own people in their own language. In less than one week, Operation Christmas Child  
hosted 15 events in 12 Chapra communities. As a result, 1,058 children received a  
shoebox gift and The Greatest Gift.  
 

One shoebox recipient was Masorashi's adopted granddaughter, Kati. Abandoned at birth 
in the jungle, she was left to die—that is, until Agustina, Masorashi's daughter, rescued 
the newborn and became her primary caregiver. At the outreach event in her village, Kati 
received a copy of The Greatest Gift. While she is still learning to read, the book has  
become a treasured possession. “She [Kati] has asked me, ‘Mom, please read this book.  
I want to hear more about Jesus. Please read this book,’” Agustina said. Kati has even 
shared the Good News with her peers. “She tells her friends about Jesus when her friends 
fight,” Agustina said.  

continued 
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                                    As the little Chapra children bubbled with excitement while clinging  
                                   to their gifts, Masorashi observed with an approving grin. He knew  
                                the effort that went into transporting the shoeboxes up the river and  
                              translating the booklet. The Greatest Gift is really important because  
                           it's a way for people to know about the Gospel,” he said. “Having the  
                        opportunity to have the book The Greatest Gift translated into their  
language is something that is incredible,” said Yazna Bueno, a missionary partner of  
Operation Christmas Child who helped translate the booklet. “It's something that will  
transcend generations.”   
 

Since the outreach events, the Nochomatas and other Chapra believers have met regular-
ly with the children to work through a discipleship program based on the stories in The 
Greatest Gift.  As the Word of God spreads throughout the communities, so does hope.   

 

How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  
And how shall they hear without a preacher?   

Romans 10:14 
 

Antioch family - these shoeboxes could be ours. These boxes traveled from the  
Charlotte processing center to Lima, Peru. From there they traveled by truck 20 days over 
the Andes mountains to Pucallpa, and from there by boat to another boat and another 
boat and lastly dugout canoes.  You can go here to see pictures and a map of their  
travels.    

Link:  Operation Christmas Child Peru  

 

JESUS IN ME 
By:  Anne Graham Lotz 

Concludes in April,  

followed by a  

Summer Break. 

 

Women’s Bible Study  
April Schedule 

Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.- Noon 
Virginia Ferguson 919-618-6430     
virginiaiveyferguson6@gmail,com 

6956 S NC 87 Highway, Graham, NC 27253   

April 14th at noon 

The best moments are  
made over shared meals 

with friends. 
 Invite a neighbor or friend to join us, 

all are welcome! 

YOUNG  

AT HEART 

https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/peru
https://www.bing.com/maps?&mepi=101~~Unknown~Address_Link&ty=18&q=The%20Mason%20Jar%20Cafe&ss=ypid.YN873x15757931358783022057&ppois=35.92178726196289_-79.31761932373047_The%20Mason%20Jar%20Cafe_YN873x15757931358783022057~&cp=35.921787~-79.317619&v=2&sV=1&FORM
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The Voice  Is published monthly to share Christ’s love, to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church, and to 

report news about Antioch’s people. The Voice is a publication of Antioch Baptist Church, 1707 White Cross Road, Chapel Hill, NC 

27516-9715,  (919) 929-2230, info@abccommunity.com. Editor-in-Chief:  Dave Atwater. Managing Editor: Denise Lloyd. 

And he died for all, that those who  

live should no longer live for  

themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:15 


